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1st Oval: What should students know and be able to do?

1. On which content standard(s) will the students be working?

2. What are the big ideas, major themes, key concepts or essential understandings embedded in, or which transcend, the standards listed above? See pages 43-45.
3. Given the essentials to know/key concepts identified in #2, how will this unit be different from what/how I taught and asked students to do in years past? If this is a new unit, skip this question.

4. When and where, inside and outside of school, have the students encountered information about and had experience with these key concepts/big ideas before? Think horizontally and vertically across the curriculum. This will help you select engaging, and perhaps, interdisciplinary performance tasks.
2nd Oval:  How will the students and I know when they are successful?

5. What would it look like when students can demonstrate that they understand the big ideas and have mastered their essential skills? That is, what are some ways they might demonstrate their capacity to use the newly learned concepts/information appropriately in a new situation. See pages 124-140, 159-174, and 176-180.

6. Consider the list generated in #5, and determine which tasks/products would best demonstrate student understanding. Decide whether to use a rubric or a performance task and the criteria to be included. See pages 175-180.

7. What does a task analysis reveal about the skills, the knowledge, and the level of understanding required by the task? Include the task analysis with your unit. See pages 46-47.

8. Do I already have sufficient pre-assessment data or do I need to gather more, if so, what method shall I use? Active learning strategies can often be used as pre-assessments. What does the pre-assessment data tell me about the skills and knowledge on which the entire group will need to focus? Are there individual students who will need additional support if they are to have a realistic opportunity to demonstrate mastery? In which areas will they need support? Are there students who would be best served by extensions to the learning experiences? See page 153. 
3rd Oval: What learning experiences will facilitate student success?

9. How will I Frame the Learning so that students know what they are going to be doing, what they will know and be able to do as a result of those activities, how they will be assessed, and how everything they are doing is aligned with the standards? See pages 57-61.
10. How will I help students to access prior knowledge and use it productively, either building on it or reframing their thinking as appropriate? Include some of the strategies explained in Instruction for All Students. See pages 88-116.

11. What methods of presentation and what active learning experiences can I use to help students achieve the standard? Could I provide multiple sources of information and exercises that would help all students to make real-world connections and use rigorous thinking skills? See pages 12-19, 63-82, 157-158, and 219-248.

12. What assignments, projects, and homework will help students see the relevance of the learning and help them not only meet the standard but retain their learning? How might I provide multiple pathways to learning? See pages 123-148 and 201-216.

13. What are the ways I can gather formative assessment data that will provide me and my students’ information on their progress toward meeting the standard? See pages 22-25 and 154-155.
14. What materials and resources do I need to locate and organize to provide multiple pathways to learning? How should I organize the classroom and the materials to provide easy student access? See pages 202-203 and 251-266.
15. What else might I do to provide challenging and meaningful experiences for both struggling and advanced learners? Are there other human, print or electronic resources I might consult to refine/review my plan? See pages 12-22, 26-27, 133-134, and 197-216.     
4th Oval: Based on data, how do I refine the learning experiences and/or the assessment?

16. How did students do on the performance task? Were there some students who were not successful? What might account for that? What might I do differently next time? See pages 273 and 283-285.
17. What else do I need to consider in my advance planning the next time I am focusing on this standard?

18. Did all the activities guide students toward mastery of the standard? Are there activities that need to be added, modified, or eliminated? Am I using these activities because I have always used them or have I analyzed them to be sure that they are the most effective and efficient tools at my disposal?

19. Overall, was this unit effective for addressing the standard(s)? Are there other standards that I could incorporate into this unit or are there other units of study where I can have the students revisit these standards or essential understandings?
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