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PTS and Instruction for All Students  
 

This document cross-references the Professional Teaching Standards (PTS) for New York City and Instruction for 
All Students by Paula Rutherford (FAMIS #642017328). It is a valuable resource for school-based administrators in 
their roles as instructional leaders, professional developers, supervisors, and evaluators. New teacher support 
providers and mentors can use this tool to provide guidance and feedback to the novice teachers they are mentoring.   
 
To use this tool, identify the standard on which you wish to focus and then identify the specific key element(s) you 
want to address. When you turn to the page listing the selected standard and key element you will find references to 
pages in Instruction for All Students that provide strategies, examples, and resources related to that key element.  
 
You can use this information to: 
• Develop professional growth plans 
• Identify areas of study for individual or group study 
• Provide suggestions following walk-throughs or formal observations 
• Build your own background knowledge and skillfulness  
• Ensure cognitive connections between the text and the PTS  
 
Be sure to note the tools and templates found on the CD-ROM at the back of Instruction for All Students. These can 
be duplicated and used in the planning and delivery of instruction. 
 
The Instruction for All Students Facilitator’s Handbook is available at www.justaskpublications.com. You can use 
copies of the book and the facilitator’s handbook to plan brief instructional segments for faculty meetings or select 
from over 24 hours of learning experiences outlined in the facilitator’s handbook for more intensive professional 
development opportunities or as agendas for book clubs or study groups. 
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Professional Teaching Standards 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard: Engaging and Supporting All Students in Learning 
 
Key Element: Connecting student’s prior knowledge, life experience, and interests with learning 
goals 
  
Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 

Help students to see the connections between what they already know and the 
new material 

57-61 

Help students to connect classroom learning to their life experiences and cultural 
understandings 

57-61 

Support all students to use first and second language skills to achieve learning 
goals 

20 

Open a lesson or unit to capture student attention and interest 57-61, 83-120, 123-148, 154-156 
Build on students’ comments and questions during a lesson to extend their 
understanding 

154-158 

Make “on the spot” changes in teaching based on students’ interests and 
questions 

154-158, 202-203 
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Key Element: Using a variety of instructional strategies and resources to respond to students’  
diverse needs 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Engage all students in a variety of learning experiences that accommodate the 
different ways they learn 

6, 20, 127-132,195-216  

Use a variety of strategies to introduce, explain, and restate subject matter 
concepts and processes so that all students understand 

63-82 

Choose strategies that make the complexity and depth of subject matter 
understandable to all students 

13, 20-21, 76-78 

Use strategies that support subject matter learning for second language learners 16-21, 29, 66, 72. 79, 213 
Modify materials and resources and use appropriate adaptive equipment to 
support each student’s fullest participation 

20-21, 202-203, 207-216 

Use technology to enhance student learning 8-9, 26-27, 66, 73, 81-82, 133-
134, 171-172, 248 

Vary instructional strategies to increase students’ active participation in learning 83-120 
Ask questions or facilitate discussion to clarify or extend students’ thinking 12, 157-158, 219, 232, 236 
Make use of unexpected events to augment student learning 213-214 
Recognize when a lesson is falling apart and what to do about it 42 
 
Key Element: Facilitating learning experiences that promote autonomy, interaction, and choice 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Use the classroom environment to provide opportunities for independent and 
collaborative learning 

13, 53-54, 213-214, 242-243, 252 

Provide a variety of grouping structures to promote student interactions and 
learning 

8, 99-100, 211-212  

Participate in and promote positive interactions between all students 13, 53, 242-243, 252 
Support and monitor student autonomy and choice during learning experiences 206-210, 212, 215-216 
Support and monitor student collaboration during learning activities 53-54 
Help students make decisions about managing time and materials during 
learning activities 

162-163, 225, 226-227 
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Key Element: Engaging students in problem solving, critical thinking, and other activities that 
make subject matter meaningful 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Provide opportunities for all students to think, discuss, interact, reflect and 
evaluate content 

9, 12, 13, 46-47, 73-78, 222-230 

Help all students to learn, practice, internalize and apply subject-specific 
learning strategies and procedures 

230-248 

Support all students in critically investigating subject matter concepts and 
questions 

2, 3, 16, 43-45, 68, 98, 220 

Engage all students in problem solving activities and encourage multiple 
approaches and solutions 

127-132, 244-245, 246-247 

Encourage all students to ask critical questions and consider diverse 
perspectives about subject matter 

221, 246-247 

Provide opportunities for all students to learn and practice skills in meaningful 
contexts 

240-241 

Help all students to analyze and draw valid conclusions about content being 
learned 

205, 220-221 

 
 
Key Element: Promoting self-directed, reflective learning for all students 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Motivate all students to initiate their own learning and to strive for challenging 
learning goals 

12, 120, 124-140, 151, 225-228, 
254-255, 258  

Encourage all students to describe their own learning processes and progress 151, 162-163, 175-176, 254-255 
Explain clear learning goals for all students of each activity or lesson 13, 57-61, 65-72 
Engage all students in opportunities to examine and evaluate their own work and 
to learn from the work of their peers 

12, 162-163, 240, 246-247 

Help all students to develop and use strategies for knowing about, reflecting on, 
and monitoring their own learning 

13, 85, 87, 162-163, 240 

Help all students to develop and use strategies for accessing knowledge and 
information 

15 26, 225-227, 229-230 
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Standard: Creating and Maintaining Effective Environments for Students 
 
Key Element: Creating a physical environment that engages all students 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Arrange the room to facilitate positive classroom interactions  262  
Arrange and adapt classroom seating to accommodate individual and group 
learning needs 

262  

Manage student and teacher access to materials, technology, and resources to 
promote learning 

26-27 

Create a classroom environment that reflects and promotes student learning 5-7, 199, 251-252, 259, 265 
Make the classroom environment safe and accessible for all students 258, 260-261 
 
 
Key Element: Establishing a climate that promotes fairness and respect 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Help all students become respectful of others who may be different from them 13, 20-21, 197 
Model and promote fairness, equity, and respect in the classroom 20-21, 259-261 
Encourage, support, and recognize the achievements and contributions of all 
students 

20-21, 22-25, 251 

Encourage students to take risks and be creative 14, 123, 127-129, 205, 253 
Understand and respond to inappropriate behaviors in a fair, equitable way 259, 260-261 
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Key Element: Promoting social development and group responsibility 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Help all students accept and respect different experiences, ideas, backgrounds, 
feelings, and points of view 

20-21, 197 

Group students to promote social development and learning 13, 85, 88-89, 211-212, 242-243  
Facilitate the development of each student’s self esteem 6, 7, 255 
Create opportunities for all students to communicate and work with one another 53, 88-89, 90, 93, 95, 96, 99, 

101, 103, 105-106, 112, 116, 
242-243  

Teach leadership skills and provide opportunities for all students to use them 9, 220-221, 252, 258 
Use classroom rules to support all students in assuming responsibility for them 
selves and one another 

260-261 

Create opportunities for all students to become self-directed learners 251, 254-255, 256 
 
 
Key Element: Establishing and maintaining standards for student behavior 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students  
Understanding the reasons for student behavior 252-252, 258-259, 260-261 
Establish and consistently maintain standards for behavior that reflect my 
students’ developmental and personal needs 

252 
 

Intervene when student behavior does not meet agreed-upon classroom 
standards 

260-261 

Facilitate student participation in classroom decision-making 6, 258 
Help all students learn to solve problems and resolve conflicts See Why Didn’t I Learn This in 

College? 
Support all students as they develop responsibility for their own behavior 251 
Work collaboratively with families to maintain standards for student behavior See Why Didn’t I Learn This in 

College? 
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Key Element: Planning and implementing classroom procedures and routines that support 
student learning 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Develop a daily schedule, timelines, classroom routines, and classroom rules 251, 265 
Involve all students in the development of classroom procedures and routines See Why Didn’t I Learn This in 

College? 
Support students to internalize classroom rules, routines, and procedures and to 
become self-directed learners 

6-7 

Develop classroom procedures and routines that promote and maintain a 
climate of fairness and respect 

259-261, 265-266 

Make decisions about modifying procedures and rules to support student 
learning 

260-261 

 
 
Key Element: Using instructional time effectively 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Structure time with students to support their learning 262-266  
Help students move from one instructional activity to the next 230-231 
Pace and adjust instructional time so that all students remain engaged 86-87, 225, 262-266 
Redirect student behavior in the most productive and time effective way 6-7, 2590-261 
Ensure that adequate time is provided for all students to complete learning 
activities 

262-263 

Provide time for all students to reflect on their learning and process of 
instruction 

6,162-163, 225-227, 258 

Structure time for day to day managerial and administrative tasks See Why Didn’t I Learn This in 
College? 
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Standard: Understanding and Organizing Subject Matter for Student Learning 
 
Key Element: Demonstrating knowledge of subject matter content and student development 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Identify and understand the key concepts and underlying themes and 
relationships in the subject area(s) to be taught 

2, 3, 43, 45-48, 68, 240 
 

Ensure that knowledge of the subject matter incorporates different perspectives 73-77, 127-132, 196-216, 189-
194, 220-223 

Continue to keep knowledge of the subject matter current  
Ensure that subject matter knowledge is sufficient to support student learning 2-5, 8-11,13, 32-33, 43-45, 79-80, 

196-216  
Build understanding of students’ cognitive and linguistic development? 15, 46-47, 50, 59, 79-80, 201-203
Build understanding of students’ social, emotional, and physical development 20-21, 197-199, 201-203 
 
 
Key Element: Organizing curriculum to support student understanding of subject matter. 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Use knowledge of development to organize and sequence the curriculum to 
increase student understanding 

32-42, 43-49, 57-58, 123 

Use subject matter knowledge to organize and sequence the curriculum to 
increase student understanding 

32-42, 43-49, 57-58, 123 

Use knowledge of the subject to plan units and instructional activities that 
demonstrate key concepts and their interrelationships 

28-30, 32-34, 43-49 

Organize subject matter effectively to reveal and value different cultural 
perspectives 

90, 91, 106, 109, 114, 133,135, 
139, 173, 183-194 

Incorporate subject or grade level expectations and curriculum frameworks in 
organizing subject matter 

32-34, 251, 258-261  

Organize curriculum to ensure that students develop a deep understanding of 
core concepts in each subject matter area 

43-45 
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Key Element: Interrelating ideas and information within and across subject matter areas 
 
 Sample Indicators           Instruction for All Students 
Identify and integrate key concepts and relationships across subject matter areas 43-45, 48-49, 125 
Help all students to relate subject matter concepts to previous lessons and their 
own lives 

57-61, 88-89, 225-228 

Help all students to see the relationships and connections across subject matter 
areas 

48-49, 125 

Help all students to apply learning from different curricular areas to solve 
problems 

48-49, 224, 246-247 

Develop units and lessons that highlight themes within and across subject matter 
areas 

32-42, 48-49 

 
 
Key Element: Developing student understanding through instructional strategies that are 
appropriate to subject matter 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Develop and use a repertoire of instructional strategies well suited to teaching a 
particular subject matter 

56-82, 85-120, 123-148 

Use knowledge of subject matter to help students construct their own knowledge 9, 220-221, 235-241 
Challenge all students to think critically in each subject area 9, 12-13, 219-248 
Build on student life experience, prior knowledge, and interests to make the 
content relevant and meaningful to them 

6-7, 16-17, 127-132, 211-212 

Use a variety of instructional strategies and approaches to illustrate a concept 
and its connections within and across subject areas 

43, 70-71, 76, 85-120, 220 

Help all students develop enthusiasm for and a deep knowledge of the subject 
matter 

75-78, 211-212 
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Key Element: Using materials, resources, and technologies to make subject matter accessible to 
students 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Use subject matter resources, materials, and technologies to organize the 
curriculum 

8-9, 26-27, 66, 73, 81, 133, 248 

Select and use instructional materials and resources that promote students' 
understanding of subject matter 

36-38, 39-47  

Select and use learning materials and resources that reflect the diversity in the 
classroom 

195-216 

Use technologies to convey key concepts in the subject matter area 8-9, 26-27, 66, 73, 81-82, 133-
134, 171-172, 223, 248 

Help all students gain access to useful materials, resources, and technologies to 
support their learning of subject matter 

8-9, 26-27, 66, 73, 81, 133, 134, 
248 
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Standard: Planning Instruction and Designing Learning Experiences for All Students 

 
 
Key Element: Drawing on and valuing students’ backgrounds, interests, and developmental 
learning needs 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Incorporate students' knowledge and experience in curriculum and instructional 
planning 

57-61, 88, 91, 113, 153 

Use knowledge about students' lives and their families and communities to 
inform planning of curriculum and instruction 

6-7, 41, 211-212 

Recognize and incorporate student diversity as an integral part of planning  20-21, 197-206 
Plan lessons and units that promote access to academic content for all students 20-21, 31-54 172-174, 182 
Design lessons that promote subject matter knowledge and language 
development for second language learners 

14-15, 16-19, 20, 29, 46-47  

Use knowledge about cognitive and linguistic development to plan instruction 
that supports student learning 

14-15, 16, 79-80 

Use knowledge about physical, social, and emotional development to plan 
instruction and make appropriate adaptations to meet students' unique needs  

20-21, 196-206 

Design lessons that challenge students at their own developmental levels 46-47, 199 
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Key Element: Establishing and articulating goals for student learning 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Establish short-term and long-term goals for student learning 31-54  
Ensure that each instructional activity is related to learning goals 20-21, 37-42 
Build on the strengths, interests, and needs of all students to establish high 
expectations for learning 

196-206, 251, 258 

Establish learning goals that address all students' language, experience, and 
home and school expectations  

14-15, 16-19, 46-47 

Design instructional activities so that all students participate in setting and 
achieving learning goals 

162, 168-174, 206, 225, 227 

Ensure that goals for student learning promote critical thinking and problem 
solving 

12, 220-221, 224, 235, 239, 240, 
244-245, 248 

 
 
Key Element: Developing and sequencing instructional activities and materials for student 
learning 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Sequence subject matter concepts to support student learning 32-47 
Use formal and informal student assessment in short-term and long-term 
planning 

22-24, 32-38, 152, 164 

Plan to use instructional strategies appropriate to the complexity of the lesson 
content and student learning needs 

75-111 

Select and sequence curriculum to promote understanding and critical thinking 
for all students 

12, 32-33, 219-248 

Sequence instruction to help students see relationships and connections across 
subject matter areas 

48-49, 57-61, 63-80 

Choose and adapt instructional materials to make subject matter relevant to 
students' experience and interests 

6-7, 8-9, 13, 14, 36, 39, 57, 59, 
75, 80, 211-212, 228, 235 

Develop and sequence instruction that supports students' second language 
learning and subject matter knowledge 

20, 29 
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Key Element: Designing short-term and long-term plans to foster student learning 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Develop short-term and long-term plans that build on and extend students' 
understanding of subject matter 

31-54, 57-59, 123 

Make decisions about organizing curriculum to allow enough time for student 
learning, review, and assessment 

151, 225-228 

Think ahead toward long-term goals for student learning  31-54  
Use knowledge of subject matter and students to plan and pace instructional 
activities over time  

32-33 

Plan to ensure access to challenging, diverse, academic content for all students 20-21, 196-206, 218-248 
Provide opportunities for all students to learn at their own pace in daily, weekly, 
and unit plans 

201-203, 263-264 

Incorporate diverse subject matter perspectives in planning 197-199 
 
 
Key Element: Modifying instructional plans to adjust for student needs 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Adjust the lesson plan to make content relevant and accessible to each student 8-9, 13, 14, 36, 39, 57, 59, 75, 

88, 197-216, 228, 235 
Revise plans based on formal and informal student assessment 22-25, 30, 160-161 
Adjust plans to allow enough time for student learning 30, 153, 202-203 
Modify plans to ensure opportunities for all students to learn and synthesize 
information 

19, 46-47, 201-203, 197-216 

Reflect on teaching to inform short-term and long-term planning  32, 42, 283-285 
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Standard: Assessing Student Learning 

 
 
Key Element: Establishing and communicating learning goals for students 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Use subject matter standards from district, state, and other sources to guide how 
to establish learning goals for each student 

28-30, 33-47, 199 

Involve all students and families in establishing goals for learning  
Review and revise learning goals with every student over time  46-47, 199 
Ensure that student learning goals reflect the key subject matter concepts, skills, 
and applications  

2-3, 43-45 

Ensure that goals for learning are appropriate to students' development, 
language acquisition, or other special needs  

16, 20-21, 151 

Ensure that grading system reflects goals for student learning 20-25, 151 
Work with other educators to establish learning goals and assessment tools that 
promote student learning 

268-269, 271, 283-285 

 
 

13



         

 15

Key Element: Collecting and using multiple sources of information to assess student learning 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Use a variety of assessments to determine what students know and are able to do 22-25, 150-180 
Select, design, and use assessment tools appropriate to what is being assessed 22-24, 150-180 
Know that the assessment tools used match and support goals for student 
learning 

164, 168 

Collect, select, and reflect upon evidence of student learning  22-25, 150-180, 269, 273, 280-
281, 283-285 

Work with families to gather information about all students and their learning  
Ensure that grades are based on multiple sources of information 22-23, 24, 150-180 
Assess students to support student learning goals, district standards, and family 
expectations 

164, 165-167 

Use standardized tests, diagnostic tools, and developmental assessments to 
understand student progress 

42, 153, 154-158, 269, 273, 280-
281, 283-285 

Use a range of assessment strategies to implement and monitor individualized 
student learning goals (including IEP goals) 

20-25, 39-42  

 
 
Key Element: Involving and guiding all students in assessing their own learning 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Make assessment integral to the learning process  22-25, 150-180 
Model assessment strategies for all students  150-180 
Develop and use tools and guidelines that help all students assess their own 
work 

162-163, 175-180, 225-228  

Help all students to build their skills in self-reflection  162-163, 225-228 
Provide opportunities for all students to engage in peer discussion of their work 88-89, 162-163 
Help all students to understand and monitor their own learning goals 162-163, 225-228, 254-257, 
Provide opportunities for all students to demonstrate and reflect on their 
learning inside and outside of the classroom 

6-7, 88-89, 152-180, 206 
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Key Element: Using the results of assessments to guide instruction 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Use assessment to guide planning 22-25, 39-40, 42 
Use informal assessments of student learning to adjust instruction while teaching 22-25, 152, 154-156, 160-161 
Use assessment data to plan more effective ways of teaching subject matter 
concepts and processes 

46-47, 153-158, 201, 273, 283-285 

Use assessment information to determine when and how to revisit content that 
has been taught 

42, 199 

Use assessment data to meet students' individual needs 20-25, 197, 199-203 
Use assessment results to plan instruction to support students' individual 
educational plans (IEP) 

20-21, 197, 199-203 

 
 
Key Element: Communicating with students, families, and other audiences about student 
progress 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Provide all students with information about their progress as they engage in 
learning activities 

25, 175-180 

Provide opportunities for all students to share their progress with others  206-212, 225 
Communicate learning goals to all students and their families 57-61 
Initiate and maintain regular contact with families and resource providers about 
student progress 

See Why Didn’t I Learn This in 
College? 

Communicate the results of assessments with students and their families  
Involve families as partners in the assessment process  
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Standard: Developing as a Professional Educator 
 
 
Key Element: Reflecting on teaching practice and planning professional development 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Assess growth as a teacher overtime 10-11, 269 

Multiple self-assessments 
Observe and interact with students in order to learn about teaching 57, 85, 123 
Reflect on instructional successes and dilemmas to move practice forward  10-11, 12, 13, 14-15, 28-30 
Analyze teaching to understand what contributes to student learning 42 
Formulate professional development plans that are based on reflection and 
analysis  

57, 85, 123, 197, 270 

 
 
Key Element: Establishing professional goals and pursuing opportunities to grow professionally 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Maintain an attitude of lifelong learning  10-11, 268-291 
Learn more about professional roles and responsibilities 285-288, 291-300 
Establish goals and seek out opportunities for professional growth and 
development  

10-11, 268-291 

Use professional literature, school district, and other professional development 
opportunities to increase understanding of teaching and learning 

10-11, 293-301 

Continue to seek out and refine approaches that make the curriculum accessible 
to every student 

6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 20-21 

Expand knowledge of new instructional methods and technologies  26-27, 28-30 
Benefit from and contribute to professional organizations to improve teaching  
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Key Element: Working with communities to improve professional practice 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Value and respect the student's community and appreciate its role in student 
learning 

 

Increase understanding of the cultures and dynamics of students' communities  
Promote collaboration between school and community  
Identify and use school, district, and local community social service resources to 
benefit students and their families  

 

Seek out and use resources from the local community and businesses to support 
student learning 

 

Provide students with community-based experiences that support their learning  
Interact with students in activities outside the classroom  
 
 
Key Element: Working with families to improve professional practice 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students* 
Value and respect students' families and appreciate their role in student learning  
Develop an understanding of families' racial, cultural, linguistic, and 
socioeconomic backgrounds  

 

Engage families as sources of knowledge about students' linguistic and social 
backgrounds 

 

Promote positive dialogue and interactions with all families, and respond to their 
concerns about student progress  

 

Ensure that communication with all students and their families is understood  
Provide opportunities for all families to participate in the classroom and school 
community 

 

Present the educational program to all families   
*See Chapter X: Parents as Partners in Why Didn’t I Learn This in College?  
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Key Element: Working with colleagues to improve professional practice 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All Students 
Create opportunities to collaborate with colleagues  10-11, 268-291 
Collaborate with teachers, administrators, education specialists, and 
paraprofessionals to ensure that all students' diverse learning needs are met  

20-21, 268-291 

Engage in thoughtful dialogue and reflection with colleagues to solve teaching- 
related problems  

10-11, 268-291 

Participate in making and implementing school-wide decisions  
Contribute to school-wide events and learning activities  
Establish and maintain relationships with other school staff to become a visible 
and valued member of the school community 

268-291 

Use observations of colleagues to improve teaching 278-279 
Prevent and resolve personal and professional conflicts with colleagues  
Contribute to the learning of other educators  268-291 
 
 
Key Element: Balancing professional responsibilities and maintaining motivation 
 
 Sample Indicators          Instruction for All students 
Reduce stress and maintain a positive attitude with students and colleagues  
Challenge yourself intellectually and creatively throughout career 268-291 
Deal with the isolation of teaching 268-291 
Find support to balance professional responsibilities with personal needs  
Demonstrate professional conduct and integrity in the classroom and school 
community 

 

Extend knowledge about professional and legal responsibilities for students' 
learning, behavior, and safety 

 

 

18



 






